
MINUTES OF THE ST. BERNARD HOSPITAL SERVICE DISTRICT MEETING 
HELD ON Wednesday, August 20 , 2014 AT Seven O’CLOCK (7:00) P.M. IN 
THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS  OF ST BERNARD PARISH GOVERNMENT 
BUILDING, LOCATED AT 8201 WEST JUDGE PEREZ DRIVE, CHALMETTE, 
LOUISIANA. 

The St. Bernard Parish Hospital Service District met on Wednesday, August 20, 
2014 in the Council Chambers of St. Bernard Parish Government Complex pursuant to 
notice given to each member and posted in the manner required by law. 
 
The Chairman, Mr. Jim DiFatta, convened the meeting at 7:10 p.m. and continued with 
calling the roll. 
 

There were PRESENT: Mr. Jim DiFatta (Chairman), Mr. John Gray, Mr. Andrew Becker 

There were ABSENT: Mr. Andrew Sercovich 

Mr. Sercovich arrived at 7:36 p.m. 

 

Mr. Landry led the invocation, and Mr. Gray led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

#1  On motion of Mr. Becker seconded by Mr. Gray, it was moved to approve the 
minutes of the August 12, 2014 Hospital Service District Meeting. 

There was no discussion. 

 
The above and foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereupon resulted 
as follows: 

 
YEAS:  Gray, Becker 
 
NAYS: NONE 
 
ABSENT: Sercovich 
 
The Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, cast his vote as YEA. 
 

 And the motion was declared adopted on this, the 20th day of August, 2014. 
 
  
 



#2 Recognize the Public 

 No individual signed up to speak.   

 

With no objection, the Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, moved item #5:	   “Motion to approve 
resolution #10-14 approving the extension of the final maturity of the Revenue 
Anticipation Notes, Series 2014, of the Hospital Service District of the Parish of St. 
Bernard, State of Louisiana and providing for other matters in connection therewith”, up 
before item #3. 

 

#5 On motion of Mr. Becker, seconded by Mr. Gray, it was moved to approve resolution 
#10-14 approving the extension of the final maturity of the Revenue Anticipation Notes, 
Series 2014, of the Hospital Service District of the Parish of St. Bernard, State of 
Louisiana and providing for other matters in connection therewith. 
 
Mr. Jason Akers stated that the 3 million dollar Revenue Anticipation Note that was 
borrowed in 2013 is coming due on September 1, 2014. Regions has expressed their 
willingness to extend that maturity date to December 2014. By approving this item, the 
Hospital Service District is authorizing the extension of the final maturity of the Revenue 
Anticipation Notes, Series 2014.  
 
The above and foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereupon resulted 
as follows: 

 
YEAS:  Gray, Becker 
 
NAYS: NONE 
 
ABSENT: Sercovich 
 
The Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, cast his vote as YEA. 
 

 And the motion was declared adopted on this, the 20th day of August, 2014. 

 
 
#3 On motion of Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. Becker, it was moved receive update from 

CEO. 
 
 Mr. Landry thanked Mr. Jason Akers and Foley and Judell for their services to the 

hospital.  Mr. Landry stated that in regards to the Audit there is one outstanding 



issue; that issue being the question if the hospital is a component of the St. Bernard 
Parish Government for purposes of auditing. Mr. Landry stated that he is confident 
that the audit will be good. Mr. Landry stated that as of August 15, 2014 Aetna is 
now accepted at the hospital. Mr. Landry advised the Board that a General Surgeon 
will be coming on board at the hospital. Mr. Landry stated that a urologist will be 
coming to the hospital once a week.  Mr. Landry announced that the hospital will be 
celebrating its two-year anniversary. Mr. Landry stated that tonight a 
recommendation for a new EMR System will be presented to the Board.  Mr. Becker 
questioned Mr. Landry on if the hospital has talked to the Parish about advertising a 
Public Service Announcement on the local channel.  Mr. Landry stated that the 
hospital has asked to advertise a Public Service Announcement in the past, but will 
do so again. Mr. Landry stated that it would be great to educate the public on the 
services that St. Bernard Parish Hospital offers.  

  
The Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, thanked Mr. Landry on his services to the hospital.   

 
#4 On motion of Mr. Becker, seconded by Mr. Sercovich, it was moved to discuss and 
possibly accept a recommendation for an electronic medical records system as 
advertised by RFP. 

Mr. Landry stated that a significant amount of research went into choosing the best 
company as the hospital’s new EMR System.  Mr. Landry stated that all of the 
department directors reviewed the companies presented to them and graded them 
based on many components. Mr. Landry stated that he feels confident that the best 
company was chosen.  Mr. Landry stated that he spoke to three hospitals to insure that 
this system worked efficiently in other hospitals.   

Mr. Charlie Lindell stated that the hospital received 5 responses to the RFP that was 
advertised, but only 2 out of the 5 responses qualified: McKesson and Siemens.  Each 
company was graded on 8 components:  professional experience, integrated solutions, 
meaningful use, infrastructure, implementation, maintenance and support, training, and 
quality assurance. 11 individuals scored the companies, and numerous input was 
requested. Mr. Landry stated that 11 employees actually did the scoring, but many 
more actually gave input on the companies.   

Mr. Kemka, Chief Financial Officer, stated that administration made it clear that they did 
not want to pay upfront cost, but rather make payments over time.  McKesson was the 
only vender who submitted a financial program with their proposal.  Mr. Kemka stated 
that both of the companies met the needs of the employees, but it came down to cost 
and financing capabilities.   

Zane Looney, Chief Information Officer, stated that he spoke to other hospitals to 
insure that the McKesson system was functioning efficiently.  Mr. Looney stated that he 
is confident that McKesson will be an appropriate choice for the hospital. 



Mr. Scott Dassau, Chief Nursing Officer, stated that he has had experience with 
McKesson at a previous hospital.  Mr. Dassau stated that McKesson has the highest 
scan rate, and meets all levels of Meaningful Use to this day.   

Mr. Landry stated that the bill time will take 8 months.  Mr. Landry stated that the new 
system will work flawlessly with the equipment that the hospital possesses.  

Mr. Becker thanked the employees for their input on the system decision.  Mr. Becker 
stated his concern on funding for the new system, and questioned Mr. Kemka on where 
the hospital  stands with available funds for the new system. 

Mr. Kemka stated that the hospital does not have sufficient funding in place as of now 
to purchase these systems.  McKesson has a funding plan in place where the hospital 
will make payments over a four year period.  The first year, the hospital will make 
payments of $20,000 per month.  Mr. Kemka stated that the hospital has enough 
available funds to afford this system for three years, and the cash flow from this system 
will pay for itself.  

Mr. DiFatta stated that the Meaningful Use is grant money that is provided to hospitals 
when they are implementing a new EMR System. 

Mr. Landry stated that the hospital has received Meaningful Use One with the current 
system, but he stated that he is not confident that the current system will meet 
Meaningful Use Two.   

Mr. DiFatta stated that he believes that the employees who have reviewed the EMR 
System have made the correct decision.   

Mr. John Gray thanked all of the employees who reviewed the systems and gave their 
input.  

On motion of Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. Sercovich it was moved to amend the agenda 
to accept recommendation by administration and authorize the CEO/Administration to 
negotiate a contract with McKesson.  

 

The above and foregoing having been submitted to a roll call vote, the roll call vote 
thereupon resulted as follows: 

 

 
YEAS:  Becker, Sercovich, Gray 
 
NAYS: NONE 
 
ABSENT: NONE 



 
The Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, cast his vote as YEA. 
 

And the motion was declared amended on this, the 20th day of August, 2014. 
 

Amended Agenda: 

1) On motion of Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. Sercovich it was moved to amend the 
agenda to accept recommendation by administration and authorize the 
CEO/Administration to negotiate a contract with McKesson. 

The above and foregoing having been submitted to a roll call vote, the roll call vote 
thereupon resulted as follows: 

 
YEAS:  Becker, Sercovich, Gray 
 
NAYS: NONE 
 
ABSENT: NONE 
 
The Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, cast his vote as YEA. 
 

And the motion was declared adopted on this, the 20th day of August, 2014. 
 

 

  
On motion of Mr. Becker, seconded by Mr. Gray, the Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, adjourned 
the meeting at 8:32 p.m. 


