
 

MINUTES OF THE ST. BERNARD HOSPITAL SERVICE DISTRICT MEETING 
HELD ON Tuesday, March 10 , 2015 AT Seven O’CLOCK (7:00) P.M. IN THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS  OF ST BERNARD PARISH GOVERNMENT BUILDING, 

LOCATED AT 8201 WEST JUDGE PEREZ DRIVE, CHALMETTE, LOUISIANA. 

The St. Bernard Parish Hospital Service District met on Tuesday, March 10, 2015 in 
the Council Chambers of St. Bernard Parish Government Complex pursuant to notice 
given to each member and posted in the manner required by law. 
 
The Chairman, Mr. Jim DiFatta, convened the meeting at 7:21 p.m. and continued with 
calling the roll. 
 

There were PRESENT: Mr. Jim DiFatta (Chairman), Mr. John Gray, Mrs. Cheryll Foret, 

and Mr. Andrew Sercovich 

There were ABSENT: Mr. Andrew Becker 

 

Mr. Landry led the invocation, and Mr. Gray led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

#1 On motion of Mr. Gray, seconded by Mrs. Foret, it was moved to review and 

approve the minutes of the February 10, 2015, Hospital Service District Meeting.  

There was no further discussion. 

The above and foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereupon resulted 

as follows: 

 
YEAS:  Foret, Gray, Sercovich 
 
NAYS: NONE 
 
ABSENT: Becker 
 
The Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, cast his vote as YEA. 
 

 And the motion was declared adopted on this, the 10th day of March, 2015. 

 

 

#2 Recognize the public. 



No individual sign up to speak.  

 
#3 On motion of Mr. Sercovich, moved by Mrs. Foret, it was moved to receive update 
from the CEO. 
 
Mr. Lindell informed the Board the construction on the turning lane into the hospital is 
complete.   
The above and foregoing having been submitted to a roll call vote, the roll call vote 

thereupon resulted as follows: 

 
YEAS:  Becker, Foret, Gray 
 
NAYS: NONE 
 
ABSENT: Sercovich 
 
The Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, cast his vote as YEA. 
 

 And the motion was declared adopted on this, the 10th day of February, 2015. 

#4 On motion of Mr. Becker, seconded by Mrs. Foret, it was moved to enter into 

Executive Session to discuss St. Bernard Parish Hospital’s mediation with FMOL. 

 
The above and foregoing having been submitted to a roll call vote, the roll call vote 

thereupon resulted as follows: 

 
YEAS:  Becker, Foret, Gray 
 
NAYS: NONE 
 
ABSENT: Sercovich 
 
The Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, cast his vote as YEA. 
 

 And the motion was declared adopted on this, the 10th day of February, 2015. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. Becker, it was moved to reconvene regular 

session.  

Mr. Jack Stolier offered recommended language that relates to the pending disputes 
between the hospital and FMOL, and between the hospital and Peoples Health Network.  

The recommended language reads as follows:   



BE IT RESOLVED: that the Board of Commissioners of St. Bernard Parish Hospital 
Service District Hereby grants authority to James DiFatta, or chair, upon the advice of 
counsel to negotiate a final resolution of 1) The pending arbitration dispute with FMOL 

2) the litigation dispute with Peoples Health Network.  

On motion of Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. Becker, it was moved to accept the suggested 

Resolution language provided by Mr. Jack Stolier. 

The above and foregoing having been submitted to a roll call vote, the roll call vote 

thereupon resulted as follows: 

 
YEAS:  Becker, Foret, Gray 
 
NAYS: NONE 
 
ABSENT: Sercovich 
 
The Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, cast his vote as YEA. 
 

 And the motion was declared adopted on this, the 10th day of February, 2015. 

 

 

#5 On motion of Mrs. Foret, seconded by Mr. Becker, it was moved to receive update 

from CEO. 

Mr. Landry stated that the turning lane into the hospital is almost complete. Mr. Landry 
updated the Board on the Uncompensated Care Costs by stating that the Hospital 
should receive 45% of the total amount due by the end of the month. Mr. Landry stated 
that the hospital should receive the total amount due approximately in July. Mr. Landry 
updated the Board on the success of the Telestroke Program.  Mr. Landry updated the 
board on the status of the construction to dissolve some of the tripping hazards while 
entering the hospital.  Mr. Landry stated that the marketing company, TCI, is working 

on preparing a brochure for the hospital to distribute.  

Mr. Lindell stated that there is a new Case Manager Director at the hospital, and he 
believes that he will be an asset.  Mr. Lindell informed the Board that students of the 
Science Department at Chalmette High School will be touring the hospital as an insight 
as to what takes place in a hospital.  Mr. Lindell stated that Arabi Elementary School will 
be having literacy week, and employees from the hospital have volunteered to go read 
a book to the students.  



Mr. Gray questioned Mr. Lindell on if the Case Management Director Position was a 
newly implemented position or if it was a position previously held. Mr. Lindell responded 
by stating that it was a position that was previously held.  

#6 On motion of Mr. Becker, seconded by Mrs. Foret it was moved to appoint Charles 

E. Lindell as the Chief Executive Officer of St. Bernard Parish Hospital. 

The Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, stated that Mr. Lindell has been associated with the hospital 
since its beginning.  Mr. DiFatta stated that Mr. Lindell is not only knowledgeable in 
administration, but also clinically.  Mr. DiFatta, stated the Mr. Lindell has worked very 
closely to Mr. Landry to gain his knowledge and expertise, and has put his time and 

heart into seeing this hospital successful.  

Mr. Becker congratulated Mr. Lindell on achieving his new title as Chief Executive 

Officer.  

Mr. Lindell thanked the Board for their support, and he also thanked Mr. Landry for 
being such an inspiration and teaching him all that he has learned.  

The above and foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereupon resulted 
as follows: 

 
YEAS:  Becker, Foret 
 
NAYS: NONE 
 
ABSTAINED: Gray  
 
ABSENT: Sercovich 
 
The Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, cast his vote as YEA. 
 

 And the motion was declared adopted on this, the 10th day of February, 2015. 

 
#7 On Motion of Mr. Gray, seconded by Mrs. Foret, it was moved to review and 
approve revisions to the Operating Budget.   
 
Mr. Kemka, CFO, stated that there will be minor changes to the  Operating Budget to 
have it coincide with the Audited financial statements.  
 
The above and foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereupon resulted 

as follows: 

 
YEAS:  Becker, Foret, Gray 



 
NAYS: NONE 
 
ABSENT: Sercovich 
 
The Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, cast his vote as YEA. 
 

 And the motion was declared adopted on this, the 10th day of February, 2015. 

#8 On motion of Mr. Becker, seconded by Mr. Gray, it was moved to approve policy 
changes as recommended by the Policy, Procedure & Forms Committee. 
 
Mr. Lindell reviewed the policy changes with the Board. Mr. Becker questioned Mr. 
Lindell on whether or not the policies that are before the Board are the finalized 
versions.  Mr. Lindell responded that the policies are the finalized versions.  
 
The above and foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereupon resulted 

as follows: 

 
YEAS:  Becker, Foret, Gray 
 
NAYS: NONE 
 
ABSENT: Sercovich 
 
The Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, cast his vote as YEA. 
 

 And the motion was declared adopted on this, the 10th day of February, 2015. 

#9 On motion of Mr. Becker, seconded by Mrs. Foret, it was moved to review and 

approve the minutes of the February 5, 2015 Medical Executive Committee Meeting. 

The above and foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereupon resulted 
as follows: 

 
YEAS:  Becker, Foret, Gray 
 
NAYS: NONE 
 
ABSENT: Sercovich 
 
The Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, cast his vote as YEA. 
 

 And the motion was declared adopted on this, the 10th day of February, 2015. 



#10 On motion of Mr. Gray, seconded by Mrs. Foret, it was moved to approve the 
credentialing of the following physicians as recommended by the Medical Executive 
Committee:  

DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE 

INITIAL APPLICATIONS 

Jeffrey Rouse, MD - Psychiatry - Provisional Active 

REAPPOINTMENTS/ADVANCEMENTS 

Jessica Borne, MD - Radiology - Provisional Active to Active 

Matthew McElveen, MD - Hematology/Oncology - Provisional Courtesy to Courtesy 

Ali Reza, MD - Interventional Cardiology - Provisional Active - does not meet criteria for 
reappointment due to lack of activity (none since initial appointment two years ago); 
and no longer has Louisiana malpractice insurance (only California which does not cover 

him working in Louisiana) 

RESIGNATIONS 

Farida Baig, MD - Nephrology - retired 

ALLIED HEALTH: 

INITIAL APPLICATIONS 

Jennifer Love, PA-C - Sponsor:  Bruce Iteld, MD 

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 

INITIAL APPLICATIONS 

None 

REAPPOINTMENTS/ADVANCEMENTS 

Aaron Dumont, MD - Neurosurgery - Provisional Telemedicine to Telemedicine 

Ricky Medel, MD - Neurosurgery - Provisional Telemedicine to Telemedicine 

ALLIED HEALTH 

INITIAL APPLICATIONS 

None 

 



REAPPOINTMENTS/ADVANCEMENTS 

William Bishop, CSFA - Sponsor:  Scott Buhler, MD 

Bobette Dudley, CRNA - Sponsor: Vonni Serbin, MD 

Patricia Marse, CRNA - Sponsor:  Vonni Serbin, MD 

Dane Rodriguez, CRNA - Sponsor:  Vonni Serbin, MD 

The above and foregoing having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereupon resulted 

as follows: 

 
YEAS:  Becker, Foret, Gray 
 
NAYS: NONE 
 
ABSENT: Sercovich 
 
The Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, cast his vote as YEA. 
 

 And the motion was declared adopted on this, the 10th day of February, 2015. 

 
 
On motion of Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. Becker, The Chairman, Mr. DiFatta, adjourned 
the meeting at 9:26 P.M. 
 


